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HISTORY

Southern Oregon Tattoo Academy has been educating future Tattoo Artists since 2021. Christopher Tullis
founded the academy with a mission to empower people to improve their lives by supporting them in their
artistic and entrepreneurial pursuits.

VISION, MISSION & CORE VALUES

It is the vision of Southern Oregon Tattoo Academy (SOTA) to educate students for excellence in tattoo art and
business, to care for themselves and others, and to conduct themselves with integrity in a changing industry.
We aim to ensure that prospective students understand SOTA’s vision, mission, and core values, fostering their
commitment to ethical practice and professionalism.

Our mission is to empower future tattoo artists by delivering top-quality education in tattoo techniques and
business strategies. We focus on individualized instruction, ethical principles and comprehensive support,
guiding our students from enrollment to thriving careers.

“Changing lives through art and entrepreneurship” is at the heart of our approach. This is accomplished by
encouraging achievement, modeling respect and honesty, and showing care for our students before, during,
and after graduation.

We aim to instill the embodiment of our Core Values:

e JOY: A feeling of excitement and safety that comes from being in a place where you feel empowered to
think big and are supported to achieve even bigger things.

e COMPETENCE: The ability to do something successfully and efficiently. When we are competent, we
are able to take joy from our work and gratification from passing that competence on to others so they
may feel joy in their lives.

e CREATIVITY: The ability to think beyond what is known and imagine what else might be. Creative
thinking is a key component in making a positive difference in our lives and the world around us.

e EVOLUTION: To ensure that competence does not lead to complacency, we must continually strive to
evolve both personally and professionally. Learning new skills in our personal and professional lives is
key to enriching our lives and the lives of people we serve.

e CARE: Providing what is necessary for the wellbeing of someone or something. Care gives serious
attention and consideration to avoid damage.

Additionally, the care we provide must be administered carefully. For our students to learn and grow we must
support, but also challenge and critique. It is imperative to recognize that, if a student is struggling or failing,
there may be something wrong with the way the task is structured or presented with regard to that student's
unique learning needs.

PROGRAM INFORMATION

Our comprehensive Tattoo Program takes students through all aspects of the industry with hands-on skills;
knowledge necessary to meet Oregon’s requirements for licensure; safe practice standards; and the knowledge
necessary to operate a successful tattoo business as an Independent Contractor, Independent Tattoo Shop
Owner or Journeyman Tattooer.
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The educational objective for the Tattoo Program is to encourage students to become lifelong learners; to
develop creative and critical thinking skills that can be applied to all their endeavors; to create a life of security
and prosperity; to prepare students to successfully pass the State of Oregon Examination for Tattoo; and to
enter the occupation as professional Tattoo Artists, equipped with the knowledge, skills, and proficiency to
Improve their lives and the lives of others.

Southern Oregon Tattoo Academy’s Tattoo Program offers training and education. It is the responsibility of
SOTA to provide students with a quality education. Self-employment is a common vocational objective of the
Tattoo Program. Employment is not guaranteed.

Tattoo Program Structure

The Tattoo Program is designed to be completed in 16 weeks and includes both lecture and hands-on
tattooing. Each term is divided into two sections:

e Section 1: Lecture (Theory)

e Section 2: Practical Application (Tattooing)

Students are assigned to one of two small cohorts:
e Cohort A: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday
e Cohort B: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

Each cohort is limited to a maximum of four students, ensuring a 4:1 student-teacher ratio. Students remain
with their cohort throughout the entire program.

Curriculum
Orientation
Introduction to Tattooing
Risks Associated with Tattooing

Oregon Laws and Rules 20 Hours
Needles and Needle Bars 20 Hours
Tattoo Technique 10 Hours
Color Theory / Pigments 10 Hours
Design & Art Placement 10 Hours
Equipment / Supplies 20 Hours
Skin 20 Hours
Client Services 20 Hours
Tattoo Machines 20 Hours
Safety and Infection Control 40 Hours
Business Operations 20 Hours
Total Theory Hours: 210 Hours*
Total Practical Hours: 150 Hours
TOTAL COMBINED HOURS: 360 HOURS
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* Note: A minimum of 3 hours per day is required to be completed outside of listed class hours. Students apply what they
learn on synthetic skins, complete light research, and are evaluated through instructor review and discussion.

ADMISSIONS

At Southern Oregon Tattoo Academy, we are committed to providing an inclusive and professional
environment for aspiring tattoo artists. Our admissions process ensures that applicants meet the necessary
criteria and align with our school’s mission and values. Below is an outline of the requirements and steps
involved in applying for admission.

Admissions Requirements

As a Licensed Trade School in the State of Oregon, SOTA adheres to the Oregon Health Licensing Office (OHLO)
guidelines for eligibility. Oregon.gov/oha. To apply for admission, students must meet the following criteria:

Be at least 18 years of age.

Submit proof of a high school diploma, GED, or equivalent education.
Present an original government-issued photo identification.
Demonstrate alignment with the school's mission and core values.

The Admissions Process

1. Schedule an Initial Meeting: Prospective students must first schedule a meeting with the School
Director, Christopher Tullis. This meeting provides an opportunity to tour the school, discuss the
program, and assess alignment with the school's values. SOTA does not require a standardized entrance
exam.

2. Application Submission: If the applicant is a good fit, they will be invited to submit a completed
Application. Applications will only be reviewed if all required documents are presented, including:

o Government-issued photo ID.
o Proof of being at least 18 years of age.
o Proof of high school diploma or equivalent education.

3. Letter of Acceptance: Upon review of the completed application, students who are accepted will
receive a formal letter of acceptance, which includes an invitation to enroll. Applicants who are not
accepted will be notified via email within 10 business days of their interview. Students who receive a
Letter of Declination may reapply no sooner than 365 calendar days from the date of notification.

4. Enrollment Package Completion: Accepted students must schedule a second meeting with the School
Director, to finalize their enrollment. During this meeting, students will:

o Complete the enrollment package.
o Pay the required deposit (in person by cash or check or card)
O Obtain their official start date.

Application Deadlines

e Applications are accepted on a rolling basis.
e Enrollment must be completed and deposit paid no later than 30 days before the class start date.
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® Spots at the school may be booked up to a year in advance; early application is recommended.

Health and Special Needs

The Tattoo industry requires individuals to stand or sit for extended periods. Anyone with neck, back, hand,
wrist, or leg issues, or with severe allergies, should consult a physician prior to enrollment.

ADA Statement and Accommodation Disclosure Policy

Southern Oregon Tattoo Academy is committed to providing equal access and opportunity for individuals with
disabilities. Applicants with special educational needs or disabilities must disclose them during the admissions
process so that appropriate accommodations can be discussed with the Director during the interview.

Requests for accommodations must be submitted prior to the start of class to ensure adequate time for review
and implementation. Failure to disclose known needs or to make timely requests may result in denial or
withdrawal of admission if required accommodations cannot be reasonably provided after enroliment begins.

SOTA will work with qualified individuals to determine reasonable accommodations in curriculum, instruction,
or assessment to support full participation in the program. All information shared regarding a disability or
accommodation request will remain confidential.

TUITION AND FEES

According to OAR 715-045-0060 (3)(c), “The total tuition for any specific course must be the same for all
persons enrolling at a specific time, except that a group training contract showing lower individual rates may
be negotiated,” and (d), “Tuition changes in courses shall be effective on specific dates and applicable to all
who enroll thereafter,” and (e), “All changes and costs incidental to training must be revealed by the school or
agent to the prospective student before any enrollment agreement or contract is signed.”

Deposit * S 2000.00
Tuition 16,000.00
Total Program Cost $18,000.00

* Upon enrollment, a total Deposit of $2,000 is due. This Deposit secures the student’s start date and includes
a non-refundable Registration Fee of $150. The remaining $1,850 of the Deposit is refundable prior to the
student’s receipt of the Student Kit. Once the Student Kit has been issued to the student, the remaining
refundable portion of the Deposit becomes non-refundable.

Students will be required to complete a CPR class and Blood Borne Pathogens class at the student’s expense.
The cost is approximately $15 per class. Costs are subject to change.

All tuition must be paid in full prior to the completion of the program.
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Student Kit

A Student Kit is provided containing the necessary educational materials, equipment, ink, and essential items
needed to perform the program tasks required (excluding an IPad Pro and Apple Pencil which are available
through a separate agreement). Once in a student’s possession, the Student Kit is non-returnable for safety and
sanitation purposes. Upon issuance of the Student Kit, the remaining refundable portion of the Deposit is no
longer refundable.

Technology Requirement

Students are required to have an iPad and Apple Pencil for use throughout the Tattoo Program. Students may
bring their own, provided they are in good working condition; students may purchase an iPad and Apple Pencil
directly from Southern Oregon Tattoo Academy for $500; or students may rent an iPad and Apple Pencil from
the school for $500. The rental fee will be refunded in full at the end of the program if both items are returned
in like-new condition. See the School Director for further details.

The most recent version of Procreate, a powerful digital art app for iPad, will be used throughout the program.
There is a one-time cost of $12.99. Costs are subject to change.

Failure to have access to the required technology may prevent participation in portions of the curriculum.
Pathway to Payment

It is common for those who qualify to enter into a payment agreement with Southern Oregon Tattoo Academy
on the same date that they complete the Enrollment Process.

Regardless of how much the student has paid before the beginning of the term, the following schedule applies
to all students as the minimum acceptable payment schedule:

e Atotal of $2,000 (Registration Fee and Deposit) must be paid no later than thirty days before the start
of the student’s enrolled term begins. If payment is not made by this date, the student will be dropped
from the class.

e An additional $4,000 must be paid no later than the first day of the second week of class, for a total of
$6,000 paid. It is considered late on the third day of the second week of class. If payment is not made
by this date, the student may be dropped from the class.

e An additional $4,000 is due by the first day of the 6th week of class, for a total of $10,000 paid. It is
considered late on the third day of the sixth week of class. If payment is not made by this date, the
student may be dropped from the class.

e An additional $4,000 is due by the first day of the 10th week of class, for a total of $14,000 paid. It is
considered late on the third day of the tenth week of class. If payment is not made by this date, the
student may be dropped from the class.
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e Afinal payment of $4,000 is due by the first day of the 14th week of class, for a total of $18,000 paid.
Failure to pay, or a late final payment, will result in a student not being able to take the final exam until
the balance is paid in full.

Payments may be paid in person in cash, by check, by credit card or by debit card.

Cancellation and Refund Policy

SOTA is obligated to comply with the Cancellation and Refund Policy of the State of Oregon (OAR 715-45-0036).
Since SOTA is currently pursuing accreditation with the Accrediting Council for Continuing Education and Training
(ACCET), SOTA is also required to comply with ACCET’s Cancellation and Refund Policy. Therefore, SOTA has
implemented its own policy based on both the State of Oregon’s policy and the ACCET policy. The parts more
lenient to the individual student have been used. Both policies may be found at the end of this catalog.

Cancellation

Notice of Cancellation: A student may cancel their enrollment in the program by providing written or verbal
notice to the school before the start of the program. If a student enrolls but never attends class and does not
inform the school, they are considered a "No Show" and are deemed to have cancelled their enroliment.

Refund Upon Cancellation: If a student cancels their enrollment before the commencement of classes, all
monies paid to the school will be refunded within 40 days of the cancellation notice minus the $150
Registration Fee. If SOTA discontinues the program for which the student is enrolled, the entire deposit of
$2000 will be refunded.

Financial Obligation: Once a student has attended at least one class, their Deposit will not be refunded and
they are financially obligated to the school unless the program is discontinued by the school. If the program is
discontinued prior to the start of class, the student will receive a full refund of all monies paid including their
deposit.

Refund
Tuition refunds will be calculated as follows:

Withdrawal or Termination before 50% of Program Completion: If a student withdraws or is terminated after
the first week of classes, but before completing 50% of the program, they are entitled to a pro-rata refund of
the tuition. The pro-rata refund is calculated based on the percentage of the program attended, with the
school retaining any legitimate charges owed by the student.

When Student Tuition Tuition Student
has attended any Earned Earned Refund Amount
portion of % S
Week 1 12.5% $2,000 All tuition paid
(not including deposit)
Week 2 25% $4,000 Tuition paid over $4000
Week 3 37.5% $6,000 Tuition paid over $6,000
Week 4 50 % $8,000 Tuition paid over $8,000
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